CHAPTER XIII

PROPOSALS  TO   REFORM  THE  IMPERIAL  EXECUTIVE

CHAP. THE first type of proposal that we have to consider
^^ is that which would transfer the control of foreign
Responsi- affairs to an Imperial executive responsible, not
^etyof merely to the parliament of the British Isles, but
imperial a]so to those of the Dominions. On the face of it

Cabinet                                                                                                    .

toPariia- such a proposal is subject to the very objection
itfreai raised by Mr. Asquith against that of Sir Joseph
examined. Ward. If responsibility for foreign affairs cannot
be shared between two parliaments, it cannot be
shared between five. Never was an Imperial
minister whose words were scanned more critically
by his opponents than those of Mr. Asquith ; but,
as we have seen, not one of them questioned this
important pronouncement. And the moment we
grasp what responsibility for foreign affairs really
involves we shall see why Mr. Asquith's opponents
who have held Imperial office, or may expect to
hold it, all left his reply unchallenged. Every one of
them knew that the Cabinet which controls foreign
affairs must also control naval and military forces
proportioned to the facts of the situation, or, to
speak more precisely, proportioned to the estimate
3f those facts which the Cabinet makes. Foreign
iffairs cannot be divorced from defence. Ministers
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